June 18, 2003

The Honorable __________________

United States House of Representatives

Washington DC 20510

Dear Representative _________________

    I am writing regarding the proposed “Wild Sky” Wilderness Act, HR 822 and S391.  I am oppose the “Wild Sky” Wilderness Act and am asking you to vote against it.  

Suggestions for your letter:

   Washington State has 9 million acres of public land and 2.2 million acres of those lands are “Wilderness.”  More wilderness is not needed.

    The wilderness site is in the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest north of U.S. 2 and the towns of Index and Skykomish. It features high mountain areas as well as lowland forests where salmon spawn. 

     Created under the 1964 Wilderness Act, wilderness designations are the most stringent protection for federal lands. They generally prohibit roads or permanent structures as well as mining, logging and most vehicular traffic. The proposed wilderness area includes 27 miles of existing roads. To remove the roads and culverts would cost $6 million.
     The Bush administration supports much of the bill but questions the inclusion of 16,000 acres formerly used for logging and other commercial purposes.  Recommend those (16,000 acres) be designated for backcountry recreation instead of wilderness. 

     Snohomish County, which is already hurt by restricting logging and mining would get another blow to their economy by this proposal. The bill would make the area unreachable to the average Snohomish family and make fighting fires more difficult, if bridges and roads are closed.

     Thank you for considering my input, please contact me if you have questions.

Sincerely, 

Name

Address

Phone 

. 

