          Summary of Evans Creek Management Plan Meeting – June 28th, 2007

The Evans Creek ORV Management Plan meeting held on June 28th in Enumclaw found approximately sixty attending; the Forest Service had a strong showing of about ten helping out in all departments.

The usual meeting rules and objectives were given; history of, identifying the location, and current stats of the area.
The Snoqualmie District determined the need to update the Management Plan for the ORV Area which would bring it in compliance with the Mt. Baker – Snoqualmie Forest Plan – it has not been addressed for many years.

The purpose and need was to reduce erosion and sedimentation due to on-going road and trail use. It was stated; all but #120 and #199, current roads and trails fail to meet management standards. The desired condition would be to provide an Off Road Vehicle experience that can be maintained over the long term without degrading the health of the forest or other resources.

Safe access to trials and facilities; reduce potential conflicts between users on area roads and trails while meeting the forest wide road analysis objectives were addressed – current design of trails making access to the area facility difficult. Several roads were identified for decommission or reduce maintenance; either no longer needed or not currently being needed. Roads identified as part of the forest wide road analysis were reduced to Level 1 Maintenance. Maps were available for those that were being considered.

Redesigning the existing facility was addressed; including the campground, day-use and entrance areas. It was noted the facilities was built in the 80’s which now resulting as being undersized -  lacking in adequate design for the type of vehicles that are using the area now.

Fish passages need to be addressed; installing culverts that will accommodate fish concerns; plus a need to visit the Late Successional Old Growth and Riparian Reserves issue, consistent with the Forest Plan.

To increase loop trail connections; a list of proposed road conversion to motorized trails was available; also 4x4 proposed trails for heavy and light maintenance work; drainage; construction; tread rehabilitation ; run-off management an re-vegetation on a moderate level to correct deficiencies were available. The existing four, four wheel drive routes that are being proposed for decommission were addressed - with reasoning why.

Over all camping accommodates approximately 23 single vehicle sites; the access road is narrow and steep, making navigation into campground difficult. The current facility is not suitable for the majority of type of vehicles; campsites are undersized and lack design for parking vehicles. User demands out-weigh campground capacity. 
The day-use area has no control on parking pattern; a demand again out-weighs capacity; and the area is being used for camping when campground is full. It was stated there is a need to establish traffic patterns and controls for access; appropriate turning radius to and from the area.

There was a question and answer segment under each key element; the latter part of the meeting was given to forming group areas with forest personnel - to exchange ideas and views from the main meeting presentation.

Those in attendance gave important input; expressed concerns and views with suggested recommendations, this was a vital part in the direction for the Evans Creek ORV Area. 
For additional information regarding the land use meeting - you may contact Coordinator, Derrick Clark 360-761-7096 or email him at redneckcj7@comcast.net .

Written comments are welcome, postmarked by July 28th. Direct your comments to:

Snoqualmie Ranger District, 450 Roosevelt Avenue, East, Enumclaw, Washington  98022 ATTN: Evans Creek ORV Area.

Arlene Brooks, WA. St. Director

