July 18, 2007

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest

Dave Redman, RSFMP Project Coordinator

21905 64th Avenue West

Mountlake Terrace, Washington 98043

RE: Recreation Site Facility Master Planning

Dear Mr. Redman,

In my capacity as State Director and on behalf of 2000 Washington members of the Pacific NW Four Wheel Drive Association I would like to submit the following comments on the Recreation Site Facility Master Plan for the Mt. Baker – Snoqualmie National Forest.

With the Forest Service reviewing more than 220 developed recreation sites there is one very important to the motorized community,  Evans Creek ORV multiple use area.
The site is located in the Carbon River and Mowich River watersheds on the Snoqualmie Ranger District – 21 miles south of the city of Enumclaw.

Because of its location it draws outdoor recreational pursuits across the state and specifically along the I-5 corridor; with documentation of annual visitors obtained through the Districts state grant funding process (Non-Highway Off Road Vehicle Activities – NOVA program).
At the present time, a grant has been awarded and the District is proceeding with an ORV Management Plan for the area and is addressing the precise issues the Forest Master Plan is reviewing. When completed it will continue to provide recreation opportunities for the multiple use groups and an upgrade of the facility will bring the site into compliance standards. The trailheads are an important part of the whole facility; therefore, campground and day use areas continue to be a vital part of the total Evans Creek concept.
The Association has been in partnership with the District and it’s care of the facility ever since Evans Creek existence in 1978 and will continue to do so. It is important to have legal designated areas for family type recreation which will provide a safe and healthy environment for all visitors; with the facility being so popular with various outdoor recreation groups its continued support on all avenues needs to continue. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to express my organizations views and dedication to one of the Mt. Baker – Snoqualmie National Forest recreation facilities.

Sincerely,

Arlene Brooks, Washington State Director

Pacific NW Four Wheel Drive Association

21520 SE 346th
Auburn, Washington  98092

cc: File
